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By men with arbalests and targes.
Close up beside our men they got,
And then were bolts and missiles shot
Until we drove the Turks7 fleet back
And captured, with a strong attack,
A galley which we brought to port.
Ye would have heard then great disport!
Ye would have witnessed dames and wives
Who bore within their hands great knives,                              3>3 x 0
And, seizing Turks by hair and tress,
Inflicted on them sore distress
And then cut off their heads and bore
Them back in triumph to the shore.
Upon the fleets still the melee
Continued 5 each one oft gave way,
And then toward the other drew
Again 5 they both Greek fire threw.
Both burned, and both made shift to smother
The flames, and when they bumped each other                        3,320
Most desperately they fought and strove
Until within the port they drove.
No man before had ever seen
A battle such as this had been.
BUT THE TURKS ATTACK  BY  LAND
But it was our besieging host
Of God who paid the dearest cost,
Because the Turks, more numerous
Each day, were made so furious
And were so filled with rage and spite
At losing their ship in the fight                                                 3)33o
That while the fight was being fought
At sea they made such fierce onslaught
Upon our trench, that none among
The Christians, high or low, or young
Or old, though known to fame and stout